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Assistant High Commissioner for Operations, George Okoth-Obbo, discussing with 
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64,048 new arrivals from CAR.  

 
 8,283 Rwandan refugees 

repatriated from DRC in 2017  
 621,711 refugees and asylum-

seekers from the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo in other 

African countries 

 
 
POPULATION OF CONCERN 

541,444 refugees and 1,287 asylum-seekers in DRC,  

3,842,887* Internally Displaced Persons  

 
* Source for IDP statistics: OCHA as of 30 June 2017  

** The DRC Government presented the number of 245,052 Rwandan refugees as 

the outcome of a pre-registration exercise by the National Commission for 

Refugees from December 2014 to January 2015. Biometric registration of Rwandan 

refugees is ongoing. So far 42,132 refugees were registered.  

*** Figure includes 64,048 new arrivals recorded by the authorities, registration is 

ongoing    

  FUNDING (AS OF 31 AUGUST) 

USD 236.2 M 
requested for DRC  

 
   

  
UNHCR PRESENCE 

Staff: 

242 National Staff 

  58 International Staff 

  21 UN Volunteers 

    6 Other Affiliate 

Workforce 

Offices: 

1 Regional Representation 

in Kinshasa  

4 SO: Aru, Gbadolite, 

Goma, Lubumbashi 

6 FO: Baraka, Bunia, 

Kalemie, Kananga, 

Libenge, Mboko  

9 FU: Aba, Bili, Bondo, 

Bukavu, Dungu, Mbuji-

Mayi, Tshikapa, Uvira, 

Zongo 

 

 

 

 

 

245,052

167,004

84,352

43,769

661

494

112

541,444

Country of origin

Rwanda**

CAR***

South Sudan

Burundi

Rep. of Congo

Angola

Other

TOTAL

Funded  

17% 

39.2 M 

Unfunded 83% 

197.0 M 
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Working with Partners 
 
■ Together with the DRC Government, and in particular the National Commission for 

Refugees (CNR), UNHCR manages and implements delivery of humanitarian 
assistance and protection for refugees, returnees and internally displaced persons 
(IDPs). Through a collaborative approach, support is delivered jointly with FAO, IOM, 
MONUSCO, OCHA, UNDP, UNFPA, UN-HABITAT, UNICEF, UNWOMEN, WFP and 
WHO among other agencies and NGOs. UNHCR leads the Protection Cluster, which 
coordinates the protection actors in their support to IDPs and other civilians. It also 
supports the coordination and management of IDP camps. Furthermore, UNHCR co-
leads the Protection and Prevention component of the National Strategy on Sexual and 
Gender-Based Violence in DRC.  
Throughout the operational area, assistance is delivered together with 12 partners: 
ADES, ADSSE, AIDES, AIRD, CNR, COOPI, INTERSOS, MIDEFEHOPF, SAVE 
CONGO, SAVE THE CHILDREN, SFCG and TSF.  

 

Main Activities 
 
Refugees from South Sudan  

■ During the month of August, more South Sudanese refugees were registered 
(2,030) than during the months of July (1,547) and June (1,280). 

■ 420 of the most vulnerable refugees in Meri were served with hot meals. In Biringi, 
120 refugees received hot meals. UNHCR in collaboration with the World Food 
Programme (WFP) distributed flour, beans, vegetable oil and salt to 1,740 refugees 
in Bitima and Mogoroko (Dungu territory), while 1,700 refugees in Dungu and Duru 
had previously received their monthly food supply.  

■ Two agronomists and four instructors assisted the refugees in Biringi and Meri with 
the preparation and maintenance of their fields and advice for harvest, storage of 
produce and seeds. With the support of UNHCR and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), 470 refugee families harvested 15,200 kg beans and 130 local 
families harvested 4,800 kg beans in Meri.  

■ WFP in collaboration with UNHCR distributed the monthly cash allowance of 16 
USD per person to 7,840 families in Meri and 1,290 families in Biringi.  

 
 Refugees from Burundi  

■ In the new site of Mulongwe (near Baraka), works have slowed down due to the 
worsening security situation in Fizi territory (South Kivu), caused by activities of 
armed groups.  

■ On 24 August, the Assistant High Commissioner for Operations, on mission in 
DRC, visited Lusenda camp and observed the difficult situation of overcrowding 
and the persistent gaps namely in the education sector. 

■ On 14 August, 70 Burundian refugees (24 households) from Lusenda camp were 
assisted by UNHCR to return to Burundi through Kavimvira border point. This was 
the first convoy of this type and there are no other convoys scheduled. UNHCR is 
not promoting voluntary return at this stage, but helped both DRC and Burundi 
governments in the delivery of necessary documentation and provided material 
assistance to returnees. Return intentions’ survey indicated that the majority of 
refugees do not wish to return and still fear for their lives in Burundi.  
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Refugees from Central African Republic  
■ DRC’s Vice Minister of Interior has informed the Assistant High Commissioner for 

Operations in a meeting in Kinshasa that DRC plans to grant prima facie refugee 
status to asylum seekers from CAR in DRC.  

■ On 16 August, Provincial government of South Ubangi provided both health 
centres of Mole and Boyabu camps of medical equipment, namely an incubator, a 
fridge and an infrared lamp.  

■ From 5 to 8 August, UNHCR distributed buckets, mats, blankets, mosquito nets, 
jerry cans, kitchen sets and sanitary napkins to 9,754 refugees in Yakoma, Limasa 
and Satema localities (North Ubangi province).  

■ In Bondo territory, Bas Uele province, 93 transitional shelters for out of camp 
refugees were completed with the support of Canadian NGO “Terre sans frontiere”.   
 

Kasai  
■ UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner for Operations, George Okoth-Obbo, 

visited IDPs in Kasai. Protection Clusters are activated in Kasai and Kasai central 
Provinces.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

External / Donors Relations 
 
Thanks to donors to UNHCR’s operation in DRC 2017 
Belgium | Canada | Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints | DRC Humanitarian 
Fund | European Union | France | Japan | Private Donors Germany | Private Donors 
Republic of Korea | Private Donors Spain | Sweden | UN Foundation | United Kingdom | 
UNIQLO Co., Ltd | USA | Vodafone Foundation 
  
Thanks to the major donors of unrestricted and regional funds  
USA (95M) | Sweden (76M) | Netherlands (52M) | Norway (41M) | Private Donors Spain 
(35M) | Japan (25M) | Denmark (23) | Australia (19) | Private Donors Republic of Korea 
(17M) | Canada (16M) | Switzerland (15M) | France (14M) | Private Donors USA (13M) | 
Germany (12M) | Private Donors Italy (12M) | Private Donors Japan (10M) | Italy (10M)  
 
CONTACTS 
Andreas Kirchhof, Senior Regional External Relations Officer DRC, kirchhof@unhcr.org, 
Tel: +243 996 041 000, Cell +243 81 700 94 84 
Simon Englebert Lubuku, Senior Public Information Associate DRC, lubuku@unhcr.org, 
Tel: +243 996 041 000, Cell +243 81 950 02 02 
 
LINKS 

DRC situation Data Portal  

UNHCR DRC Facebook  

 

 

 

 

   

http://data.unhcr.org/drc/regional.php
https://www.facebook.com/UNHCR-R%C3%A9publique-D%C3%A9mocratique-du-Congo-111965425530257/
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