
 
 

 
 

     

 

    

 

Japan donates US$3 million to support UNICEF’s continuing 
emergency response to the prolonged drought in Somalia 

 
MOGADISHU, 27 November 2017 - The Government of Japan has provided generous funding in 
an Emergency Grant Aid, to support UNICEF’s ongoing lifesaving work for women and children 
hit by the devastating drought in Somalia. The US$3 million grant will fund essential health, 
sanitation and hygiene and nutrition services for some of the worst affected communities.   
 
The funding will benefit 175,000 people over six months in Somalia and will allow UNICEF to 
sustain and upscale its emergency sanitation and hygiene work in settlements for some of the 
hundreds of thousands displaced by drought this year and those affected by the outbreak of 
Acute Watery Diarrhoea/cholera. This will include constructing toilets, distributing emergency 
hygiene kits including water purification tablets, soap and buckets, chlorinating water being 
sold privately and repairing water sources.  
 
It is estimated that 232,000 children have or will suffer life threatening severe acute 
malnutrition over the next year; this funding will allow UNICEF to procure and preposition 
lifesaving therapeutic food, as well as conduct screening for early detection of malnutrition. 
 
The outbreak of Acute Watery Diarrhoea/cholera in Somalia this year affected more than 
75,000 people and while the number of new cases has been declining rapidly, there are fears of 
a resurgence during the rains. The funding will be used to procure health kits and essential 
medicines, support cholera facilities and train emergency teams to help control the outbreak.  
 
“The humanitarian crisis in Somalia is far from over and children remain at serious risk,” said 
UNICEF Somalia Representative Steven Lauwerier. “The generous funding from the Japanese 
Government is crucial to ensure we can maintain our response to the ongoing drought by 
saving lives, treating the sick and malnourished and also preventing the spread of disease 
through providing clean water and sanitation.  
 
About UNICEF 
UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in everything we do. Together with 
our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories to translate that commitment into 
practical action, focusing special effort on reaching the most vulnerable and excluded children, 
to the benefit of all children, everywhere. 
  
For information about UNICEF Somalia visit www.unicef.org/somalia 
Follow UNICEF Somalia on Facebook and Twitter 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Susannah Price, UNICEF Somalia, +254 722 719867, sprice@unicef.org 
 


