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Disclaimer 

This edition of the EU agri-food trade newsletter 
features a new aggregation of products into 27 
categories with the objective to better represent the 
different sectors of agricultural production.  

The latest available consolidated trade data at EU 
level cover the development until January 2022. This 
means the impact of the Russian aggression in 
Ukraine is not yet covered by this newsletter. 

The trade figures are all expressed in values, except 
when specifically mentioned. The current situation of 
high agri-food prices therefore plays an important 
role. An increase in trade values for a specific product 
must not necessarily correspond to an increase in 
volume for this product.  

mailto:Agri-G1@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/%0btrade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/%0btrade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis
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TRADE BALANCE EXPORT IMPORTSource: Comext

HIGHLIGHTS: VALUE OF IMPORTS WEIGHS ON EU 
AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE IN JANUARY 2022 

January 2022 has been categorized by a continuing trend of lower exports and higher imports initiated in the 
autumn of 2021. This resulted in a significant decrease of the EU trade balance (-50% compared to 
September 2021 trade balance), which is slightly above the normal seasonal variation.  

In January 2022, EU agri-food trade (exports plus imports) reached a value of €28.3 billion; +25% compared 
to last year in January, in the middle of a COVID wave, but also +16% compared to the 3-year average.  

EU exports reached €15.8 billion, +16% compared to last year. EU imports stood up at €12.5 billion, +38% 
compared to January 2021. These trade flows are rather high when compared to pre-COVID levels: +11% for 
exports and +22% for exports compared to the 3-year average. 
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EU EXPORTS TO THE UK AND U.S. 
SIGNIFICANTLY ABOVE JAN-2021 LEVELS 
EU agri-food exports in January 2022 were primarily 
sent to the United Kingdom, the U.S. and China. 
These three countries counted for 40% of total EU 
agri-food exports. While the export values to the 
United Kingdom and the U.S. increased substantially 
year-to-year (i.e. compared to January 2021), the 
value of exports to China decreased substantially  
(-28% year-to-year). 

In terms of EU exports to the UK, January 2022 is 
categorized by a return to 2020 levels, after a 
decrease in 2021. This is particularly the case for 
poultry & eggs, vegetables and beer, cider & other 
beverages. Total EU export in Jan-2022 to the UK 
reached €3.4 billion (+36% compared to Jan-2021). 
Cereals exports to the UK expanded for two years in 
a row (+72% compared to Jan-2021). Other sectors 
managed to recover from last year low but did not 
reach Jan-2020 levels, e.g. sugar & isoglucose 
(+269% compared to Jan-2021). 

EU exports to the U.S. increased by €323 m. 
Compared to Jan-2021, increases were the most 
significant for cereals (+461%) and poultry & eggs 
(+269%). Almost all sectors increased their export 
values to the U.S., except sheep & goat, sugar & 
isoglucose, olives & olive oil and tobacco, cigars & 
cigarettes. 

 

In Jan-2022, before the Russian aggression against 
Ukraine, EU exports to Russia increased compared 
to the same month of last year. Cereals export 
increased by 197% and reached €37.5 m. At the 
same time, cereals imports from Russia amounted 
€25.0 m. In the large exporting sectors to Russia, 
mixed food preparations & ingredients increased the 
most (↗€14.4 m). Confectionery & chocolate as well 
as cereal preparations & milling products increased 
by €11.7 m and €7.3 m, respectively. 

INCREASE OF €2.2 BILLION FOR EU 
EXPORTS COMPARED TO JAN-2021 
The EU’s top three agri-food export categories are 
cereal preparations & milling products, dairy 
products and wine & wine-based products. They 
represented one fourth of EU export value in 
calendar year 2021. In January 2022, the three 
sectors increased their export values by €203 m, 
€219 m and €227 m, respectively. Also export 
values of cereals increased compared to Jan-2021 
(↗€210 m). 

In 2021, the highest trade surplus was recorded for 
dairy products (€15.3 billion), followed by wine & 
wine based products (€15.0 billion) and cereals 
preparations & milling products (€15.0 billion). Trade 
surplus for pigmeat reached €14.2 billion in 2021. 

Still, pigmeat exports in Jan-2022 decreased by 
19% compared to last year to reach €996 m. It 
remains the 4th top EU exporting sector. 

 

EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS 
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HIGH FOOD PRICES RAISE AGRI-FOOD 
IMPORT VALUES IN JAN-2022 
In January 2022, the U.S. was the first source of EU 
agri-food imports, closely followed by Brazil. Ukraine 
and the UK rank 3d and 4th as top importing sources 
for the EU. These four countries represented 35% of 
EU agri-food imports. 

Import values from the United Kingdom increased 
by 137% to reach slightly more than €1.0 billion in 
Jan-2022, compared to a low level in Jan-2021 (still 
21% lower than Jan-2020). Only one product 
category decreased its import value compared to 
Jan-2021, namely fruit (↘€3.2 m, -54%). All other 
sectors increased their import value into the EU, 
especially wine & wine based products (↗€8.0 m, 
+327%) and poultry & eggs (↗€20.6  m, +220%). 

In Jan-2022 (before Russia’s aggression), EU 
imports from Ukraine increased by 88% compared 
to Jan-2021 to reach €1.0 billion. Almost all sectors 
recovered from the low level in Jan-2021 and some 
exceeded their Jan-2020 import values. This is 
particularly the case for cereals (↗€258.0 m, 
+136%) and fruit (↗€11.7 m, +85%). Import values 
in Jan-2022 continued to increase for the second 
year in a row for oilseeds & protein crops and 
vegetable oils to reach €124.7 m and €302.9 m.  

EU imports from the U.S. increased by the 16% in 
Jan-2022 compared to Jan-2021. Dairy products 

imports from the U.S. reached €3.0 m (+146% 
compared to Jan-2021). Spirits & liqueurs imports 
also increased substantially to reach a monthly 
import value of €49.6 m (+103% year-to-year). 
Oilseeds & protein crops have the highest imported 
value into the EU (€491.7 m, +6% year-to-year). 
Olives & olive oil imports into the EU decreased the 
most compared to Jan-2021 (-80%) and reached 
€8 000, compared to €41 000 in Jan-2021 and 
€124 000 in Jan-2020). 

Imports from China also increased in Jan-2022 
(↗€306 m, +67% year-to-year). This has been 
mainly driven by an increase in the import value of 
other animal products (mainly hides and wool) 
(+58% year-to-year), as well as non-edible product 
for technical use (primarily fatty acids and waxes) 
(+160% year-to-year). 

OILSEEDS & PROTEIN CROPS AND FRUIT 
ON TOP OF EU IMPORTS  
Oilseeds & protein crops represent 14% of total 
EU imports in 2021. In Jan-2022, the EU imported 
worth €1 761 m of these agricultural products. The 
import value of vegetable oils, representing 6% of 
total EU imports in 2021, increased by 89% year-to-
year (mainly from an increase in rapeseed oil). Fruit 
imports worth €1 672 m in Jan-2022 (+6% year-to-
year). 

EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS 
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FOCUS 
METHODOLOGICAL NOTE ON THE 27 AGRI-FOOD TRADE CATEGORIES 

  
 
For some years, DG AGRI has been publishing monthly trade figures regarding agri-food products, 
covering the agri-food sector from raw agricultural commodities to the most refined food items. Agri-food 
trade was presented in 68 categories grouped by level of processing. As from this month, the agri-food 
products will be grouped into a reduced number of 27 categories in order to:  

- Better align with sectorial market analysis and expand the use of trade value data; 
- Focus on the main sectors of EU agri-food production and market developments with partner 

countries. 

The description of trade flows will continue to be in values, while information on quantity will be provided 
when needed to grasp the underlying factors driving market developments. 

The new categories are listed as follows: 

For animal products, the new categories are divided by species and include live animals, meat, offal and 
meat preparations. They are split into “Beef & veal”, “Pigmeat”, “Poultry & eggs”, “Sheep & goat”, “Dairy 
products” and “Other animal products”.  

For arable crops, “Cereals” is one category covering wheat, rice, maize and other coarse grains. Other 
categories include “Oilseeds & protein crops”, “Cereal preparations & milling products”, “Vegetable oils”, 
“Margarine & other oils and fats”. For the sugar sector, one category covers “Sugar & isoglucose”. Mixed 
food preparations, other than exclusive meat or cereals preparations will be under the category “Mixed 
food preparations & ingredients”. 

“Fruit and nuts”, “Vegetables” and “Preparations of fruit, nuts and vegetables” are the three categories 
covering fruit and vegetables products. “Olives & olive oil” will be a separated category, as well as 
“Coffee, tea, cocoa and spices”. 

To cover beverages, “Wine & wine based products”, “Spirits & liqueurs” and “Beer, cider and other 
beverages”. 

For non-edible agricultural products, “Pet food & forage crops”, “Tobacco, cigars and cigarettes”, 
“Horticulture” and “Non-edible for technical use” will cover this segment of the agri-food trade.  

While the total for EU agri-food trade remains the same, ranking of top exporting and importing product 
sectors presents as follows for calendar year 2021. 

 

Top 5 exported product category        
(million EUR) 

Top 5 imported product categories     
(million EUR) 

Cereals preparations & 
milling products 

18 803 Fruit 20 696 

Dairy products 17 011 Oilseeds & protein crops 18 241 

Wine & wine based products 16 624 Coffee, tea, cocoa and 
spices 

17 061 

Pigmeat 14 528 Vegetable oils 8 225 

Mixed food preparations and 
ingredients 

12 263 Non-edible for technical 
use 

7 471 
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TABLE 1 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 2 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 3 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 4 
EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS - TOP 15 EXPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

9  

TABLE 5 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – COUNTRIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 6 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT COUNTRIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 7 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS – PRODUCT CATEGORIES WITH MOST IMPORTANT CHANGES (million EUR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 8 
EU AGRI-FOOD IMPORTS - TOP 15 IMPORT PRODUCT CATEGORIES (million EUR) 
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TABLE 9 
AGRI-FOOD TRADE BALANCE (MILLION EUR) 
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#AgriFoodTrade  
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