












The multiple shocks faced have further revealed the structural defects in the Afghan economy that inhibit 

progress toward sustainable and equitable progress. Two decades of heavy dependence on international 

aid and imports, a lack of industrialization and competitiveness, and limited mobility and connectivity 

among regions, among other factors, have hindered Afghanistan's forward momentum. Nonetheless, the 

Afghan people continue to demonstrate extraordinary resilience by facing these difficulties, despite limited 

opportunity and significant sacrifice. 

One year later, support to basic development needsand to community development activities, including 

livelihoods creation and protection, has resumed. Humanitarian aid, which was critical for saving lives in 

the early months and through the first winter, is not sustainable as a way forward. People need decent 

jobs and working local markets, clean water and a reliable energy supply, functioning health and education 

systems, and protection against harsh climatic and natural disasters. 

At the Afghanistan Economic Conference in January 2022, the DFA presented their vision for achieving 

greater self-reliance in the medium term, with a focus on international off-budget aid for the humanitarian 

and development sectors. To stimulate economic development and employment generation, the DFA 

have reached out to the private sector and foreign investors requesting greater private investment linked 

also to domestic businesses and local production. 

UNDP Afghanistan remains committed to ensuring the recovery and prosperity of the people of Afghanistan, 

working directly with communities on local economic recovery and investing in resilience building activities 

and infrastructure across all regions of the country, while complementing humanitarian efforts in-country by 

other UN agencies. UNDP has launched an area-based approach to development emergency initiatives 

(ABADEI) centred on creating incomes through cash-for-work projects, local markets and livelihood 

opportunities in agribusiness, regenerative agriculture infrastructure, and services critical to food security. 

This document provides a snapshot of the changes over the past year. Our hope is that it proves useful 

for both the international community and the DFA to take stock of the current situation, and to plan 

ahead with greater urgency and inclusiveness to improve the lives of the Afghan people. 

Abdallah Al Dardari 

Resident Representative 
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