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2023 GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN OVERVIEW: RAPIDLY INCREASING HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 

REQUIRE URGENT ACTION  

 

Abuja, 2 December 2022 – In 2023, millions of vulnerable people in Nigeria and beyond will continue to face a 

daily struggle to survive. Violent conflict, the climate crisis, disease, and other risks, according to the just 

launched Global Humanitarian Overview (GHO) are putting their lives at risk. The  GHO provides an annual 

assessment of global humanitarian needs and how best to respond to them. 

In 2023, 339 million people across the world will need humanitarian assistance - an increase of nearly 24 per 

cent from last year. According to the GHO some US$51.5 billion - 25 per cent more than in 2022  -  is needed to 

assist the most vulnerable -  230 million people - in 69 countries, including in Nigeria. 

Humanitarian needs have increased dramatically partly because of the war in Ukraine and the impact of the 

climate crisis in the Horn of Africa, the Sahel, Pakistan, and Nigeria. Looming famine in the Horn of Africa, and 

elsewhere, unprecedented flooding in Pakistan and Nigeria, are some of the manifestations of climate change, 

requiring urgent action.  

In the West and Central Africa region alone, up to 69 million people are expected to need humanitarian 

assistance in 2023 amid concerns that north-east Nigeria and Burkina Faso, which are experiencing extreme 

hunger, could slip into famine if conditions worsen. 

North-east Nigeria remains one of the world’s largest humanitarian crises, with at least 8.3 million people in 

need of assistance in 2023. The scale of suffering borne every day by women, men and children across Borno, 

Adamawa and Yobe States remains undiminished; urgent action is needed now more than ever. Addressing the 

needs of 5.4 million people will require close to US$ 1.2 billion. 

The humanitarian community in north-east Nigeria continues to work with Government and humanitarian 

partners to address these needs and advocate for the survival, well-being and dignity of all people affected by 

the crisis in the region. This community includes volunteers and professionals from civil society, national and 

international NGOs, the Government, the United Nations, and affected people themselves who together 

delivered assistance to five million people last year. “The bravery, dedication, resilience and commitment of 

frontline staff, most working for NGO partners, who deliver the bulk of humanitarian assistance humbles me. 

Without them, we would not be able to support the Government in addressing humanitarian needs in Nigeria,” 

said the Humanitarian Coordinator in Nigeria, Mr. Matthias Schmale.   

The humanitarian community faces severe risks in delivering humanitarian assistance. The security environment 

in north-east Nigeria is insecure and volatile and humanitarians must navigate threats to their personnel and 

assets.  

Early next year, the 2023 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) for Nigeria will be launched setting out detailed 

and prioritised plans for meeting the needs of affected people in north-east Nigeria, coordinated across 

United Nations agencies and NGO partners, as well as with the Government of Nigeria. Through this HRP, 

which is a part of the GHO, the humanitarian community will take collective action to save people’s lives and 

protect the most vulnerable. 
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The Global Humanitarian Overview helps mobilize resources, target them towards those who need them most, 

and ensure they are used effectively. Information on the GHO can be found at 

https://www.humanitarianaction.info/. 

For more information contact: Ann Weru, Head – Public Information, OCHA Nigeria, +234 703 852 2706, 

weru@un.org 

 
OCHA press releases are available at https://www.unocha.org/ or https://reliefweb.int/  
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