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Nigeria becomes the 80" member of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties
of Plants (UPOV)

Nigeria has joined the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) as the
80t member of the leading international standard-setting organization in plant variety protection (PVP).

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu signed Nigeria’s instrument of accession to the 1991 Act of the
International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants, with the accession taking effect
on March 27, 2025.

Welcoming Nigeria’s accession, the Acting Registrar of the Nigerian Plant Variety Protection (PVP)
Office, Mr. Folarin Sunday Okelola stated: “By 2050, the global population is projected to reach 9.1
billion, with Africa—particularly Nigeria—experiencing one of the highest growth rates. As food demand
rises, providing farmers with access to high-quality seeds is crucial to ensuring food security. In acceding
to UPOV, plant variety protection will drive the continuous development of improved, high-yielding, and
climate-resilient crop varieties, benefiting both farmers and the broader agricultural and horticultural
sectors.”

UPOV Vice Secretary-General Yolanda Huerta congratulated Nigeria. "By joining UPOV, Nigeria will
attract investment in plant breeding, expand access to improved plant varieties for all farmers, and
harness PVP as a powerful catalyst for national development. This milestone is not just a win for Nigeria
but for the entire global community. We look forward to witnessing the positive impact this will have on
agricultural innovation and food security in the region.”

ABOUT UPOV

UPQV plays a vital role in fostering cooperation amongst its members, ensuring transparency, and
providing a platform for continuous development of global standards.

The UPQOV Convention provides the basis for plant breeders to receive fair remuneration for their work
in the development of new plant varieties. This creates an enabling environment that builds trust and
collaborations with all the stakeholders across agricultural value chains.

Notes to editors

UPOV is an intergovernmental organization based in Geneva, dedicated to promoting an effective system of plant
variety protection with the aim of encouraging the development of new varieties of plants.

The UPOV system provides the legal and technical basis for international cooperation in plant variety protection.
This is aimed at increasing the number and availability of improved plant varieties for farmers and growers, through
public-private partnerships and increased investments in agricultural value chains for the benefit of society.

UPOV has 80 members covering 99 States. The members of UPOV are:

African Intellectual Property Organization, Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Belgium, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia,
European Union, Finland, France, Ghana, Georgia, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Jordan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands (Kingdom of),
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria (as of March 27, 2025), North Macedonia, Norway, Oman, Panama, Paraguay,
Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Singapore,
Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America,
Uruguay, Uzbekistan and Viet Nam.
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For further information about UPQV, please contact the UPOV Secretariat: Tel: (+41-22) 338 9111
E-mail: upov.mail@upov.int Website: https://www.upov.int/databases/en/
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